
Western formats 
(like chips and extruded snacks) 
vs. 
Ethnic favourites 
(like bhujia, sev, gathiya, chakli).

Source: Frost & Sullivan Analysis
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Gain our Growth Expert’s Views: 
How Government Funds Are Fueling Snack Scale-Ups    

India’s Snack Market: Ethnic vs. Western – A Closer Look
Western Snacks: ₹409B (~51%)       Ethnic Snacks: ₹388B (~49%)

India’s savoury snack market is booming — but growth 
is no longer format-agnostic.

India Savoury Snacks Market – Split of the industry by Region, FY 2023
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The market is  nearly evenly split  but the next big growth wave could tilt the balance.

Who’s Growing Faster?
Organized Indian Etnic Namkeen & 
Snacks Market-Market Growth 
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Who Will Win the Next Growth Wave?
Growth will follow brands that:

Reposition 
ethnic formats 

for modern retail 
and export

Modernize 
packaging, 

labeling, and 
shelf presence

Leverage 
e-commerce
and D2C for

new consumer 
groups

Tap Government 
schemes to scale 

infrastructure, 
processing, and 

distribution

Format success will depend on
positioning,  packaging,  and evolving consumer expectations

Frost & Sullivan works with food brands and 
manufacturers to:

Identify growth white spaces across snack categories
Reposition portfolios for new formats and markets
Build policy-aligned scale-up and GTM roadmaps

Amit Dutta
Director & Regional Leader

Agri-Foods & Nutrition
Growth Advisory

Middle East & South Asia

Let’s power your next category breakthrough. 
E-mail: saenquiries@frost.com

Who’s winning now — and who’s poised to scale next?

Western snacks currently have a growth edge — but evolving Indian consumers are 
also driving a premium push within traditional formats.

Key Drivers Behind Format Preferences:
Ethnic snacks win on authenticity, nostalgia, and regional identity

Western snacks lead in scale, packaging, and youth positioning

Innovation is blurring the lines: fusion formats and healthier versions are 
reshaping both sides

Explore how policy firepower is helping brands scale faster:

India’s next snack leader may not come from chips
but from a reimagined bowl of bhujia.
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READMORE

With near equal format split, the market 
is primed for repositioning, premiumization, 

and policy-aligned scale.

India’s Savoury Snack Market
 Mapping the Ethnic vs. Western Divide

https://www.frost.com/growth-opportunity-news/chemicals-materials-nutrition/nutrition-wellness/government-schemes-are-powering-indias-snack-industry-growth?campaign_source=Global&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=pdf&utm_campaign=GA_CMN_IndiaSnacksandSavories

